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Proper validation of new laboratory tests is required for the development and application of laboratory 
protocols.  The DNA Advisory Board (DAB) lists essential requirements for laboratory validation of new 
methods under Section 8.  The American Society of Crime Laboratory Directors (ASCLD) and the 
National Forensic Science Training Center (NSFTC) echo these concepts in their accreditation criteria. 
The new 16 locus multiplex is currently undergoing evaluation for CODIS applications in our laboratory.  
 
Validation experiments for this system to date, consist of concordance studies with population samples 
previously typed with Applied Biosystems AmpflSTR Profiler Plus™ and COfiler™ kits, sensitivity studies, 
and evaluation of thermal cycler protocols.  Preliminary results of the testing done indicate that the 16 
locus multiplex kit provides robust and reliable results for characterizing single source samples routinely 
encountered in database (CODIS) operations.   
 


